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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

 The Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM) announced 

the recipients of the 2022 Small Equipment Grant Program. A 

total of $2.5 million was awarded to 104 fire 

departments/districts and EMS providers across the state. The 

program was established to provide grants of up to $26,000 each 

for the purchase of small firefighting and ambulance equipment. 

This program is an innovative approach to a problem that has 

long caused difficulties for fire departments and not-for profit 

ambulance services in Illinois, particularly those that have 

hardships in generating the necessary revenue for small 

equipment. The purpose is to allow eligible applicants the 

opportunity to purchase small equipment that they may 

otherwise not be able to purchase. The OSFM received 373 applications, requesting around 

$8.4 million in funding for this grant period. 

Funding provided from our Small Equipment Grant Program is a huge benefit, especially to our 

rural volunteer departments in the state. These funds allow departments to purchase 

important equipment their firefighters/EMT’s need to work more effectively and safely while 

protecting the lives and property of their community members. I am proud that we are able to 

continue this program with the support from the Governor and legislators. 

I want to encourage everyone who applies for these grants to ensure that you have the 

appropriate signatures and other required areas of the application filled out correctly. We are 

always willing to help and provide answers to any questions. Also, please make sure your NIFRS 

reports are updated. Noncompliance in this area can not only disqualify you from receiving a 

grant from our office, but it can also prevent you from receiving a federal grant. A complete list 

of recipients can be found on pages 4-7. 

In April our partners at the Illinois CRR Taskforce were instrumental in helping secure a 

donation of 1,000 smoke alarms from vision 20/20. That is $25,000 dollars’ worth of live saving 

smoke alarms that will be distributed and installed across the state helping to provide 

protection. We are committed to helping make communities safer by providing resources to 

local fire departments and encouraging them to engage their community members through the 

“Be Alarmed!” or similar fire prevention programs. It’s simple, working smoke alarms save lives! 

It’s important to test and inspect your smoke alarms monthly. The partnership with IFSA 

through “Be Alarmed!” has been huge success. The additional alarms provided by funds from 

Vision 20/20 will help to expand our outreach and mission of the program, while saving lives in 

Illinois. To learn more about the “Be Alarmed!” program or how your department can become a 

part of it, visit https://www.ifsa.org/alarms.    

https://www.ifsa.org/alarms
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Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from?  Born and raised in the Springfield area.  

Grew up in Rochester, lived in rural New Berlin for 15 years and now 

back in Springfield. 

Tell us about your family? I have 3 children:  Morgan is 27 years old and 

lives in San Francisco and has her Masters in Social Work.  My twin boys, 

Ben and Sam, are 23 years old.  Sam is living and working at Frito-Lay in 

Springfield and Ben recently graduated from SIUE, Mechanical 

Engineering, and is currently job hunting in the STL area. 

Favorite food(s)?  I don’t have an absolute favorite but I like 

Mediterranean and Middle Eastern food-foods with lots of spice and flavor!  But I also enjoy a good ole’ 

American hamburger and fries!  

Hobbies?  I love to garden and travel.  I’ve also taught Group Fitness classes at local gyms over 30 years. 

I currently teach five classes a week of Cycle and/or Weight classes at YMCA and LA Fitness. 

What’s your favorite movie or book?  My favorite books have been autobiographies, Eleanor Roosevelt 

was a great one.  I rarely read “books” anymore, as I prefer to listen to podcasts-my favorites are related 

to Healthy Living and History. 

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? Music has shaped 

different segments of my life.  In high school it was Journey, REO, Styx, raising my family it was 

Contemporary Christian, and now I’ve mellowed even more to R&B and Folk Pop.  Spotify takes me all 

over the place. 

What did you want to be when you were a kid?  Well…I wanted to be an Astronomer-but lacked the 

intellect!  LOL       

What’s your favorite part of the job?  I love working with and helping people.  Giving back to the fire 

community really enthuses me.  Lots I’d like to do! 

What’s something unique about you?  I’m tenacious and have learned that even if slow to the gate, to 

keep pressing forward.  And I’ve learned in life and business, that kindness counts, and people respond 

and communicate in kind when they’re treated respectfully. 

Where is your favorite place to vacation? Anywhere with white sand, turquoise ocean and tropical 

drinks with an umbrella in it! 

Where is your bucket list destination?  Greek Iles/Mediterranean, anywhere in Europe, Israel, Bora 

Bora, Seychelle Islands, the list goes on and on…  
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Small Equipment Grant Recipients 

 

  

The Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM) announced today the recipients of the 2022 

Small Equipment Grant Program. A total of $2.5 million was awarded to 104 fire 

departments/districts and EMS providers across the state. The program was established to 

provide grants of up to $26,000 each for the purchase of small firefighting and ambulance 

equipment. 

This program is an innovative approach to a problem that has long caused difficulties for fire 

departments and not-for profit ambulance services in Illinois, particularly those that have 

hardships in generating the necessary revenue for small equipment. The purpose is to allow 

eligible applicants the opportunity to purchase small equipment that they may otherwise not 

be able to purchase. The OSFM received 373 applications, requesting around $8.4 million in 

funding for this grant period. 

Congratulations to this year’s recipients:  

Adams: 
Loraine Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Ursa Fire Protection District- $17,165 
 
Alexander: 
Tamms Volunteer Fire Department- $26,000 
 
Bond: 
Mulberry Grove Fire Protection District- 
$25,645.68 
 
Bureau: 
Bureau Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Cherry Fire Protection District- $22,909.05 
 
Calhoun: 
North Calhoun Fire Protection District- 
$25,011 
 
Carroll:  
Savanna Fire Department- $25,320 
 
Champaign: 
Ivesdale Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Ludlow Fire Protection District- $25,466.28 
Pesotum Fire Protection District- $24,722.25 
Sadorus Fire Protection District- $26,000 

Clark: 
West Union Community Fire Protection 
District- $25,888 
 
Clinton:  
Germantown Rural Fire Protection District- 
$15,625 
Huey Ferrin Boulder Fire Protection District- 
$26,000 
Santa Fe Fire Protection District- $26,000 
 
Coles: 
Wabash Fire Protection District- $21,539 
 
Cook: 
Blue Island Fire Department- $25,898 
Central Stickney Fire Protection District- 
$25,750 
Rosemont Public Safety- $26,000 
 
Dekalb: 
Shabbona Community Fire Protection District- 
$19,546.17 
 
DeWitt: 
Clinton Fire & Rescue- $24,770 
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Small Equipment Grant Recipients 

 

  

Douglas:  
Newman Community Fire Protection District- 
$12,688.02 
 

DuPage: 
Bensenville Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Village of Villa Park- $20,550 
 

Edgar: 
Chrisman Fire Protection District- $26,000 
 

Effingham:  
Tri-County Fire Protection District- $25,566 
 

Fayette: 
St. Peter Fire Protection District- $24,630 
 

Ford:  
Roberts Melvin Fire Protection District- 
$26,000 
 
Franklin:  
City of Zeigler Fire Department- $26,000 
 
Fulton: 
Farmington Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Lewistown Fire Protection District- $26,000 
 
Gallatin: 
Shawneetown Fire Department- $26,000 
Village of Omaha Fire Department- 
$24,293.52 
 
Greene:  
Carrolton Fire Protection District- $19,900 
 
 

Grundy: 
Mazon Fire Protection District- $25,905 
South Wilmington Volunteer Fire 
Department- $26,000 
 
Henry: 
Bishop Hill Community Fire Protection 
District- $19,546.17 
Galva Fire Department- $25,100 
Kewanee Community Fire Protection District- 
$26,000 
 
Iroquois: 
Crescent Iroquois Fire Department- $26,000 
 
Jackson: 
Dowell Volunteer Fire Department- $26,000 
 
Jefferson: 
Waltonville Fire Protection District- 
$25,591.05 
Webber Township Fire Protection District- 
$25,996.87 
 
Kane:  
Village of Carpentersville Fire Department- 
$10,056 
 
Kankakee:  
City of Kankakee Fire Department- $26,000 
Salina Township Fire Protection District- 
$25,412 
 
Knox: 
East Galesburg Volunteer Fire Department- 
$25,828 
Elba Salem Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Maquon Fire Protection District- $16,737.08 
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Small Equipment Grant Recipients 

  LaSalle: 
Naplate Fire Department- $25,980 
 
LaSalle/Livingston:  
Reading Township Volunteer Fire 
Department- $25,820 
 
Lee: 
Paw Paw Community Fire Protection District- 
$20,000 
 
Livingston: 
Dwight EMS- $17,638 
 
Logan: 
New Holland Fire Protection District- $20,576 
 
Macon: 
Blue Mound Fire Protection District- $26,000 
 
Macoupin: 
Staunton Area Ambulance Service- 
$16,732.48 
 
Madison: 
Hamel Community Fire Protection District- 
$22,665.70 
Marine Community Fire Protection District- 
$26,000 
Meadowbrook Fire Department- $19,546.16 
 
Marion: 
Iuka Fire Protection District- $24,310 
Odin Fire Protection District- $26,000 
 
Mason: 
Bath Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Easton Rural Fire Protection District- $19,800 

Massac: 
Joppa Fire Department- $26,000 
Massac County Fire Protection District- 
$26,000 
 
McDonough: 
Industry Fire Protection District- $24,134 
New Salem Fire Protection District- $23,475 
 
McLean: 
Lexington Community Fire Protection 
District- $25,575 
 
Monroe: 
Maeystown Rural Fire Protection District- 
$25,575 
 
Montgomery: 
Coffeen Fire Protection District- $25,560 
 
Moultrie: 
Bethany Fire Protection District- $19,000 
 
Ogle: 
Rochelle Fire Department- $24,000 
Stillman Fire Protection District- $25,764 
 
Peoria: 
Logan-Trivoli Fire Protection District- 
$12,990 
 
Perry: 
Tamaroa Fire Protection District- $26,000 
 
Piatt: 
DeLand Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Northern Piatt County Fire Protection 
District- $16,500 
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Small Equipment Grant Recipients 

 

  

Pike: 
Baylis Fire Protection District- $23,525 
Griggsville Fire Department- $25,372 
Hull-Kinderhook Fire Department- $26,000 
Spring Creek Fire Protection District- $26,000 
 
Pope: 
Rural Pope County Fire Protection District- 
$25,719 
 
Pulaski: 
Mound City Fire Department- $26,000 
Mounds Fire Department- $19,158.41 
 
Putnam: 
Standard Fire Protection District- $26,000 
 
Randolph: 
Baldwin Community Fire Protection District- 
$22,771 
 
Saline: 
Village of Carrier Mills Fire Department- 
$26,000 
 
Sangamon:  
New Berlin-Island Grove Fire Protection 
District- $25,082 
 
Schuyler: 
Hickory-Kerton Fire Protection District- 
$18,526 
 
St. Clair: 
Church Road Fire Protection District- 
$25,908.56 
Midway Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Millstadt Fire Protection District- $26,000 
Prairie Du Pont Fire Protection District- 
$25,825.25 
St. Libory Fire Department- $25,100 

Tazewell: 
Armington Community Fire Protection 
District- $22,850 
 
Union:  
Alto Pass Fire Protection District- $26,000. 
Dongola Fire Department- $25,962.36 
 
Wabash: 
Mt. Carmel Fire Department- $25,160.01 
 
Wayne:  
Wayne Fire Protection District #1- 
$21,628.93 
 
White: 
Village of Crossville- $15,300 
 
Will: 
Custer Fire Protection District- $25,120 
Frankfort Fire Protection District- $24,295 
Steger Estates Fire Protection District- 
$26,000 
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“Be Alarmed!” Smoke Alarm Donation 

 

  

Pictured Left to Right: Phil Zaleski – IFSA Executive Director, Greg Hay- OSFM Fire Service 

Outreach Coordinator, Marsha Geisler- Illinois CRR Taskforce Project Manager, and Illinois 

State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

The Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM) and the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance (IFSA) 

received a donation of 1,000 10-year sealed battery smoke alarms from Vision 20/20 for the 

“Be Alarmed!” Smoke Alarm Program. Vision 20/20 partners with organizations and experts 

to drive Community Risk Reduction across all levels of the fire and emergency services. They 

help to identify gaps, evaluate and apply data-driven strategies and resources, and provide 

guidance in implementing adaptive measures to reduce fire and other risks.  This grant 

through vision 20/20 provided the program with $25,000 dollars’ worth of live saving smoke 

alarms that will help protect Illinois residents. The State of Illinois CRR Taskforce helped 

facilitate this donation between Vision 20/20 and the “Be Alarmed!” Program. The OSFM 

and IFSA are active members of the taskforce which operates under the umbrella of Vision 

20/20.  
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PS&E Outreach 

 

  As of April 5th, the OSFM’s Division of 

Personnel Standards and Education 

(PS&E) has reached 182 fire departments 

in Illinois through our OSFM Vector 

Solutions outreach training. This does 

not include all the departments we have 

reached through our regular visits and 

reviews.  

With this free new tool all Illinois fire 

departments and firefighters can easily 

track their training hours, resulting in a 

reduction in recordkeeping errors, 

paperwork duplication, and time spent 

manually tracking required certifications 

and recertifications.  

In addition to simplifying your training 

tracking, OSFM will use this tool to 

provide communications to departments 

and firefighters statewide, including 

information on the latest certification 

and recertification requirements, the 

most current news from OSFM, and 

additional materials as needed. All 

important information you don’t want to 

miss! 

You can visit our website: sfm.illinois.gov 

to learn where the next outreach 

training will be near you. If you have any 

questions, you can always reach out to 

the division.  

sfm.illinois.gov
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National Telecommunicators Week 

  

April 10th-16th was National Public Safety 

Telecommunicators Week. The OSFM thanks the 

thousands of men and women who respond to 

emergency calls, dispatch emergency 

professionals and equipment, and render life-

saving assistance. These individuals are truly the 

“first” responders. 

 Every year during the second week of April, the 

telecommunications personnel in the public 

safety community, are honored. This week-long 

event, initially set up in 1981 by Patricia 

Anderson of the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s 

Office in California, is a time to celebrate and 

thank those who dedicate their lives to serving 

the public. It is a week that should be set aside so 

everyone can be made aware of their hard work 

and dedication. 
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What to do when you call 9-1-1 

  When you call 9-1-1 it’s typically during a time of emergency or a high stress situation. 

Remember, take a deep breath, and answer all the questions the emergency 

telecommunicator is asking. Take a few minutes and talk to your kids and teach them what to 

do if they need to call 9-1-1. Make sure they know their address and insure them that they can 

trust the person on the other end of the phone who is there to help them.  

Keep these tips in mind below and know that help is on the way!  
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YFSI- Calumet City Class 
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YFSI- Charleston Class 
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Normal Pyro-Fireworks Training  
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Rockford Pyro-Fireworks Training 
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Hoffman Estates Pyro-Fireworks Training 
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Wilmington Pyro-Fireworks Training 
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 Pyro-Fireworks Training-Registration Form 
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Distracted Driving Awareness Month 

  

April is Distracted Driving Awareness Month. 

In 2020, distracted driving killed 3,142 people. 

Young drivers seem more prone to using their 

phones while driving. According to NHTSA 

research from 2017, drivers 16 to 24 years old 

have been observed using handheld electronic 

devices while driving at higher rates than 

older drivers have since 2007. But make no 

mistake: It isn’t just young people who are 

driving distracted, since drivers in other age 

groups don’t lag far behind. 

The Just Drive Pledge: 
 
I pledge to Just Drive for my own safety and 
for others with whom I share the roads. I 
choose to not drive distracted in any way – I 
will not: 

• Have a phone or text conversation – 

handheld, hands-free, or via Bluetooth 

• Use voice-to-text features in my 

vehicle's dashboard system 

• Use Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

Snapchat, TikTok, YouTube or other 

social media 

• Check or send emails 

• Take photos (including selfies) or film 

videos 

• Input destinations into GPS (while the 

vehicle is in motion) 

• Call or message someone else when I 

know they are driving 
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IFSI Minute 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  April 2022 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 21 

 

Know the Dangers of Smoke 
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National Volunteer Month 

  April is National Volunteer Month recognizing all those who give their time and energy 

during National Volunteer Month. In the United States, volunteerism is instilled at a young 

age. In many parts of the country, it is the cornerstone of summer vacation or woven into 

after school programs. Most organizations in small towns, rural counties and the largest 

cities would not function without volunteers. In some families, the baton of volunteerism is 

handed down generation after generation. 

In Illinois, around 70% of the fire service is volunteer. The OSFM thanks all the volunteer 

firefighters, paramedics and EMT’s who serve and protect their communities. Thanks for all 

that you do! If you are interested in becoming a Volunteer Firefighter/EMT visit: 

https://makemeafirefighter.org/ or talk to the department in your community.  
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Safe Place Selfie 

  April 6th is #SafePlaceSelfie 

Day. Safe Place Selfie Day 

started in 2016 as a social 

media campaign by the 

National Weather Service 

and NOAA to encourage 

more people to know where 

their safe place would be 

during hazardous weather. 

The OSFM participated 

again this year with staff 

identifying our safe place 

during a storm. 
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Earth Day 

  Earth Day was Friday, April 22nd. The day marks the start of the environmental movement in 

1970, and for the past 52 years has resulted in policy change and a greater awareness of the 

environment. Electrical vehicles are becoming a very popular alternative. Charging these 

vehicles at home requires some changes in the garage. Keep these electrical safety tips in 

mind if you own an electric vehicle.   
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Prevent Garage Fires 

  

#DYK Every year, there are 6,600 garage fires in homes that 

result in an average of: 

• 30 deaths. 

• 400 injuries. 

• $457 million in property loss. 

Keep these tips in mind as you begin to prep for #Spring 

cleaning, along with yard and home projects this summer. 
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Home Improvement Safety 
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Campfire Safety 

  

Camping season has arrived and that means many nights spent out under the stars with 

the sights and sounds of a crackling campfire. Keep Smokey Bear's Campfire Safety 

Checklist in mind when you are out in the campground or even in your own backyard.   

More tips can be found here: https://smokeybear.com/en/prevention-how-tos/campfire-

safety  

https://smokeybear.com/en/prevention-how-tos/campfire-safety
https://smokeybear.com/en/prevention-how-tos/campfire-safety
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

  
 Fred Schneller has been promoted to the role 

of Deputy Director as of May 1st. Fred has 

been with OSFM for the last 10 years, currently 

serving as Senior Policy Advisory.  Previous to 

his current role, he was the Petroleum and 

Chemical Safety Division Manager and is 

retired from the Decatur Fire Department, 

where he served for 27 years. 

The OSFM thanks Chief Internal 

Auditor Marty Paul for his – years 

of service. Marty is moving on 

from the OSFM. Thanks, Marty, 

you will be missed!  

I’m taking a brief moment to share with you how 

valuable Michael Douglas is for the Belleville 

Licensing Team.  His partnership is appreciated.  

I’m assuming that he may be covering additional 

assignments as we have for the last two plus 

years and that’s tough, some days more than 

others.  He is a worker and gets the inspections 

completed as soon as he is able.  I thoroughly 

appreciate his guidance/experience with two 

cases as of lately.  One of our licensed day care 

centers was struggling with replacing windows 

that didn’t meet the size requirement and 

another was struggling with subtracting a 

natural pathway from room to room when we 

calculate square footage.   

It's always nice to have great partnerships. 

Michele Ziolkowski 
Day Care Licensing Representative II 
DCFS 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


